January 13,2026

The Merrick County Board of Supervisors met Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in the Supervisors
Room, County Courthouse, Central City, NE, with Kreachbaum, Jarecke, Dexter, Wiegert, Weller,
Placke, County Strobel and County Attorney Kunz present. Kucera absent.

Notice of the meeting was given thereof by publications in the Republican Nonpareil and The Palmer
Journal and the Merrick County Website. Proof of publication is filed in the Clerk’s Office. Copies of
the agenda were given to each Supervisor and kept current and available to the public at the County
Clerk’s Office.

Co-Chairman Dexter declared the meeting was preceded by publicized notice and having acknowledged
and identified the location of the posting of the current copy of the Open Meetings Act, called the meeting
to order and in open session at 9:00 a.m. Moved Kreachbaum, second Placke to convene as Board of
Supervisors at 9:00 a.m. Roll Call: All Ayes

Wiegert led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda: Moved Placke, second Wiegert to approve the agenda as presented. Roll Call: All Ayes.
Minutes: Moved Jarecke, second Weller to approve the minutes from December 23, 2025 as published.
Roll Call: All Ayes

Co-Chairman Dexter called for reorganization of the Board for 2026.

Moved Wiegert, second Placke to reorganize as Board of Supervisors. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Wiegert to appoint Carolyn Kucera as Chairwoman. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Wiegert to appoint Ed Dexter as Co-Chairman. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Wiegert to approve the Board of Supervisors as Board of Equalization. Roll Call:
All Ayes

Moved Wiegert, second Kreachbaum to set the 2026 board meeting schedule for the Board of
Equalization and Board of Supervisors on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at the courthouse,
1510 18" Street, Central City, NE. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Wiegert to approve the 2026 holidays (Martin Luther King, Jr., President’s Day,
Arbor Day, Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving, day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve open 8:00 a.m. to noon, Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day 2027. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Jarecke, second Kreachbaum to designate the Palmer Journal, Republican Nonpareil and the
Merrick County website as the official means of publication. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Jarecke, second Kreachbaum to designate the Bank of Clarks, located in Clarks, NE,
Farmers State Bank located in Silver Creek, Citizens Bank, Cornerstone Bank and Pinnacle
Bank, Central City located in Central City and Pinnacle Bank-Palmer, Union Bank & Trust-
Lincoln, NE, Premier Bank-Omaha and NPAIT as the county depository bank for Merrick
County. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Weller to adopt blanket bond of Nebraska Intergovernmental Risk
Management Association (NIRMA) INSURED UNDER Certificate of Insurance Master Policy
#N-CR0607-46, Producer NIRMA Nebraska Intergovernmental Risk Management Association,
a Rick Management Pool, Lincoln, NE. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Weller, second Kreachbaum to appoint the supervisors as the Predesignated Grievance
Board. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Wiegert, second Kreachbaum to appoint County Clerk Strobel as the NIRMA contact
person. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Kreachbaum, second Placke to appoint Brent Kunze as Merrick County Highway
Superintendent and to designate him to negotiate Right of Way agreements for Merrick County
2026. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Kreachbaum to appoint Brent Kunze to the advisory committee for the
NRD for 2026. Roll Call: All Ayes



Moved Kreachbaum, second Placke to appoint Jenna Church to the Emergency Management and
Homeland Security Program of the East Central Region for Planning, Exercise, Training, and
Interoperable Communications. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to set the E-911 surcharge rates at $1.00. Roll Call: All
Ayes

Moved Wiegert, second Kreachbaum, to allow the Co-Chairman to appoint the board members
to the same committees as 2025. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Wiegert, second Placke to allow the Co-Chairman to appoint board members to the same
boards as 2025. Roll Call: All Ayes

Meeting reports: Placke, Kreachbaum, Dexter-Finance Committee met December 23, December 31 and
January 7 regarding the 2027-2030 Official Salary Resolution. Dexter-January 7 SCEDD housing call.
Treasurer Gilg presented the fund balance listing and semi-annual report.

Melissa Van DeWalle provided an update on Long Term Care.

Tyson Benner handed out a Project Update and Summary for Long Term Care that was received from
RDG.

Les Denning approached the board regarding a bond he had posted for an inmate three years ago and had
yet not been returned to him. Denning was informed bond payment through a kiosk at the sheriff’s
department would still be handled through the courts.

Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to approve the Special Designated License for Opportune Acres for
a fundraiser at Solt Wagner Funeral Home February 7, 2026 from 4:00 p.m. until midnight. Roll Call: All
Ayes

Moved Weller, second Kreachbaum to approve the new Extension Board Members, Lindsey Nelson and
Wes Beck, Jr. Roll Call: All Ayes

Captain Bauer presented a Merrick County Owned Vehicle Operation policy for the newly purchased
vehicle for county use. Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to approve the county vehicle policy with
suggested changes not specifically reflecting the sheriff department policies. Roll Call: All Ayes
Highway Superintendent Kunze provided the bid results for the 3™ Road Box Culvert and 3™ Road/Z
Road Paving projects.

Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to approve the bid received from Saul Ramos Construction in the
amount of $224,146.12 for the 3™ Road Box Culvert. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to approve the bid received from Vontz Paving for the 3¢
Road/Z Road paving project. Roll Call: All Ayes

Roll Call: All Ayes

Discussion regarding the County Administrator position continued.

Moved Placke, second Jarecke to recess at 11:38 a.m. to move into Board of Equalization. Roll Call: All
Ayes

Moved Placke, second Jarecke to reconvene at 11:40 a.m. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke, second Jarecke to move into Executive Session at 11:41 a.m. for personnel reasons. Roll
Call: All Ayes

Moved Placke second Kreachbaum to move out of Executive Session at 12:05 p.m. Roll Call: All Ayes
Anna Sedlacek was instructed to contact the five candidates that were suggested for the County
Administrator position for possible interviews.

Moved Wiegert, second Kreachbaum to approve the December Fees as presented by District Court,
County Sheriff and County Clerk offices. Roll Call: All Ayes
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Moved Placke, second Wiegert to pay the RDG claims out of the Inheritance Fund. Roll Call: All Ayes
Moved Jarecke, second Kreachbaum to approve the January claims as presented. Roll Call: All Ayes
General Gross: $106,531.45, Net: $75,815.52; Roads Gross: $37,399.14, Net: $28.428.91; Juvenile
Diversion Gross: $4,159.79, Net: $2,952.75. Total Gross: $148,090.38, Net: $107,197.18

Moved Placke, second Jarecke to approve the payroll as presented. Roll Call: All Ayes

Moved Kreachbaum, second Jarecke to approve the Resolution 2026-1 Official Salary as presented with
the starting base salary of $80,000.00 with a 3% increase every year. Roll Call: Ayes-None, Nays-Placke,
Weller, Wiegert, Kreachbaum, Jarecke and Dexter. Motion failed.

Moved Jarecke, second Placke to approve Resolution 2026-1 for the 2027-2030 Official Salary as
presented with the following changes. Base official salary to start at $76,000.00 for 2027 with a 4%
increase every year. Roll Call: Ayes-Kreachbaum, Jarecke, Placke, Dexter. Nays-Wiegert and Weller.
Motion carried with a vote of 4-2.

Moved Kreachbaum, second Placke to freeze the supervisor salary for 2027 and 2028 with the current
2026 salary of $19,841.64. Roll Call: Ayes-Jarecke, Wiegert, Kreachbaum, Placke and Dexter. Nays-
Weller. Motion carried with a 5-1 vote.

Moved Wiegert, second Kreachbaum to adjourn at 1:09 p.m. Roll Call: All Ayes

/s/Ed Dexter, Vice-Chairman

/s/Trisha L Fate-Strobel, County Clerk



